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Before you start using high reach machinery,
always check for the presence of overhead

electricity lines where you're working.

Ensure that everyone observes safe working
practices where ever overhead lines are in the

vicinity of your work area.

Coming into contact, or near contact, with overhead electricity lines can be
fatal. Extra care should be taken when using high reach lifting equipment
such as lorry cranes, fork lifts, teleporters, pole handlers, etc. (Refer to
"Code of Practice for Avoiding Danger from Overhead Electricity Lines").

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL
1850 372 999

Private consultants wishing to be included on the Register of
Approved Foresters must complete an application form, available
from the Forest Service, which includes a signed undertaking
that they will comply with the Forest Service Guidelines. In addi-
tion they must have Professional Indemnity Insurance.

FEPS
The Government decision to close REPS to new applicants had a
knock on affect on farmers previously qualifying for the Forest
Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS). Inextricably linked with
REPS, its position is summarised in a statement by a Department
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food spokesperson in 2010: “Under
the terms and conditions of the FEPS scheme a participant must
be a member of a current REPS scheme each year in order to
claim a FEPS payment in that year.”

Farmers must still be in REPS to get a FEPS payment. While
there was an expectation that farmers in REPS 3 would have
moved into REPS 4 when they completed REPS 3, this did not
materialise, as farmers not in REPS 4 by the cut off date of July
2009 cannot continue in REPS and consequently their FEPS pay-
ments end.

SUPPORT SCHEMES
The following support schemes or back up measures provide
funding for a range of activities designed to conserve and restore
woodlands and in the case of established crops, add value to
forests commercially, economically and silviculturally.

Forest road scheme
Limited grant aid is provided for the construction of harvesting
roads which are in accordance with the Code of Best Forest
Practice and Forest Service environmental guidelines. See also
COFORD forest roading manual.
Harvesting roads: Successful applicants to this scheme need to
show that the forest area to be roaded is due to be thinned and
the 20 m threshold per ha may not always apply. In order to
facilitate harvesting, access by timber trucks is essential. The
economics of road building dictate that roads are constructed
just before harvesting.

In order to assess a harvesting road application the following
criteria are used:
• Timber must be ready for harvesting within the next five

years (now reduced to one year).
• The length of road that will be grant aided is based on the

area of the plantation and the presence of existing harvest-
ing roads.

• Grant aid will not be given in excess of 20m/ha or €571.40
/ha.

Applicants seeking funding for for-
est roading need to demonstrate
that the plantation is due for thin-
ning.


