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new site appraisal framework, the applicant and forester iden-
tify the native woodland type for the site , link it to the corre-
sponding Grant and  Premium Category (GPC), and submit the
application on that basis. Under the revised scheme, the input
of a NWS ecologist and the development of a detailed native
woodland plan are no longer required.”   

The actual grant and premium rates are the same as the stan-
dard Afforestation Grant & Premium Scheme except the GPCs
reflect the scheme’s focus on native species. While the scheme
is biodiversity orientated, the production of quality hardwoods
is encouraged under the scheme, using continuous cover
forestry techniques where compatible.

The scheme is implemented by the Forest Service, in partner-
ship with Woodlands of Ireland, National Parks & Wildlife
Service, and the Heritage Council. Growers interested in the
scheme should contact their local registered forester or the
Forest Service, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford (lo-call
1890 200 223 or e-mail forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie). 

Broadleaf thinning/tending
The Forest Service operates a Broadleaf Thinning/Tending
scheme. 

Grant aid of ⇔ 750/ha is available to tend and thin plantations
– operations  necessary to add value to the crop but which pro-

vide little or no income.  
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