
Afforestation Grant and Premium Schemes  2011

The following changes will take effect in respect of the Afforestation Grant and Premium Schemes  2011 for 
financial  approvals issuing from 1st  January 2011.

1. The grant rates have been adjusted as per the table below.

2. The forestry premium rates remain unchanged for existing contracts.

3. For new applications from 1st January 2011 there will be no differential between premiums based on 
the area planted. All new applications will receive the premium levels paid currently for areas greater 
than or equal to 6 ha but less than 12 ha (i.e. the middle category). However, the premium rates for 
unenclosed land have been reduced (See Table below).

4. The stocking densities of oak, beech and alder have been reduced and this will have a direct impact on 
the cost of plants and planting and other associated costs i.e.

Alder density reduces to 2,500 stems/ha.

Oak & Beech density reduces to 3,300 stems/ha.

5. The amount of unenclosed land in any application for financial approval cannot exceed 20% of the 
total area. This also applies to the Native Woodland Establishment Scheme. Applications that currently 
have in excess of 20% unenclosed land will not be eligible for grant aid unless their application is 
amended to meet this new requirement.

Applicants must submit a revised map and plot table prior to financial approval.

6. Provisions have been made in the grant structure to encourage the use of fencing materials that 
comply with IS436.

Further details on this will follow.

7. The 10% broadleaf requirement, site permitting, remains in place. This requirement may now be met 
by (1) plots of broadleaves and (2) additional broadleaves planted for landscape and environmental 
reasons, which includes any broadleaves planted in a GPC 3 plot used also to satisfy the 10% diverse 
requirement, or a combination of these.



Afforestation Scheme: Grant Rates effective 1 January 2011

GPC 1st Grant
€/ha

2nd 

Grant
€/ha

Total
€/ha

Additional 
Fencing 
Allocation 
€/ha
IS436

(Alternative 
Fencing 
Allocation 
€/ha
Non IS436)

Total 
Available 
Funding
€/ha

1-Unenclosed 1500 500 2000 400 350 2400 

2-Sitka spruce / 
lodgepole pine

2200 700 2900 400 350 3300 

3-10% Diverse 2250 750 3000 400 350 3400 

4-Diverse 2500 800 3300 400 350 3700 

5-Broadleaves 3600 1100 4700 500 450 5200 

6-Oak* 3800 1200 5000 500 450 5500

7-Beech* 3800 1200 5000 500 450 5500 

8-Alder* 2400 800 3200 500 450 3700 

*includes specification changes

Afforestation Scheme: Premium Rates (new approvals) effective 1 January 2011

GPC Farmer non Farmer

1-Unenclosed 155 126

2-Sitka spruce / 
lodgepole pine

369 181

3-10% Diverse 427 181

4-Diverse 454 181

5-Broadleaves 481 195

6-Oak 515 195

7-Beech 515 195

8-Alder 481 195


