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The findings of the 2021 Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report 
and the Climate Action Plan for Ireland will 

dictate that climate will be the driving policy issue 
for forestry well into the future. The IPCC report 
issued a stark warning of the consequences for 
the planet  of not reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions to close to 1.5°C. 
  
The EU aims to be a global leader in climate 
change mitigation and the Common Agriculture 
Policy (CAP) will reflect this. In doing so, the Com-
mission is aware of the IPCC's inclusion of af-
forestation, reforestation and soil carbon management 
as key measures in global Carbon Dioxide Removal 
(CDR). The EU draft Forestry Strategy demonstrates  
intent and includes a plan to plant three billion 
trees across Europe also by 2030. Ireland's Climate 
Action Plan also demonstrates intent but provides 
no specific annual afforestation programme to play 
a central role in achieving carbon neutrality by 
2050. However it is important to acknowledge what 
the plan does say especially in relation to new 
planting: "Afforestation is the single largest land-
based climate change mitigation measure available 
to Ireland." 
  
While the plan sees sustainably managed forests 
as "net absorbers of carbon" unlike previous climate 
plans and strategies it goes beyond the forest to 
emphasise the role of wood and wood-based 
products for construction as "a sustainable substitute 
for conventional carbon-heavy construction products, 
such as concrete, brick and steel". 
  
This approach is central in decarbonising the 
economy and must pave the way for introducing 
an Irish carbon code as advocated by the ITGA. 
This is essential in achieving a dramatically increased 
annual afforestation programme and would incentivise  
landowners to switch some of their land to forestry. 
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Donal Whelan is technical di-
rector of ITGA and principal of 
Commercial Forestry Services 
Ltd (CFS), a forestry consul-
tancy specialising in project 
management. CFS has deliv-
ered the first owner group forest 
certification in Ireland and man-
ages a portfolio of forests in-
cluding RDS-Forest Service 
award winning woodlands.   
 
A member of several industry 
bodies including the COFORD 
Council, he currently represents 
ITGA on the Forestry Policy 
Group in Project Woodland, 
which is the working group 
mandated to deliver a new 
Forest Strategy for Ireland. 

Donal Magner, editor, forester 
and forest owner, is Environ-
ment Lead, Rotary Ireland and 
forestry editor of the Irish Farm-
ers Journal. Principal of Magner 
Communications, he is the au-
thor of Stopping by Woods: A 
Guide to the Forests and Wood-
lands of Ireland and co-editor 
of a number of publica tions. 
 
 A recipient of the RDS-Forest 
Service Award for his contri-
bution to Irish forestry, he is 
project manager, Wood Awards 
Ireland and non-execu tive di-
rector An Tairseach, Ecology 
Centre, Wicklow.
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Delivering the multiple 
benefits from our forests

At Coillte we are privileged to be custodians of 
over 7% of Ireland’s land. For over 30 years, Coillte 
has cared for, maintained and developed our 
forest estate. We are focused on delivering the 
multiple benefits from our forests, for wood, for 
nature for people and for climate. 
 
•   Forests for Wood  
Coillte is Ireland’s largest producer of sustainably grown 
roundwood, the raw material that our sawmill and panel 
board customers process into high quality timber and timber 
products. 
    o  In 2020 Coillte produced 2.3 million cubic metres of  
         wood 
    o  Enough timber to build 50,000 homes 
 
•   Forests for Nature 
Forests are home to some of our most important wild plants, 
animals and habitats.  
    o  Over 90,000 hectares of Coillte lands managed for bio 
         diversity and nature conservation. 
    o  Coillte Nature unit established and delivering new  
         native woodlands, urban forest regeneration and habi- 
         tat restoration projects 

•   Forests for People 
Coillte has an open forest policy and is the largest provider 
of outdoor recreation in Ireland 
    o  Twelve forest parks 
    o  Over 3,000km of way marked walking trails 
    o  Six purpose built mountain bike trails 
    o  Over 250 recreational forests nationwide 
 
•   Forests for Climate 
Forests help reduce climate change effects by reducing the 
amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Well man-
aged forests have a triple carbon benefit; 
    o  Trees act as a carbon sink, constantly removing carbon  
         from the air as the tree grows; 
    o  This carbon is then stored away in timber products  
         when the mature tree is harvested; 
    o  The timber products substitute other ‘carbon heavy’  
         products like concrete or steel. 
 

Follow us on social media on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram and for more  
information, please visit www.coillte.ie
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