
Iappreciate this invitation by the Irish Timber Growers
Association to contribute a foreword for the Forestry and
Timber Yearbook 2013. I know that the yearbook is highly

regarded within the forestry sector as a source of key infor-
mation about the sector so it is an ideal medium for com-
municating with people actively engaged in forestry.

We are all therefore particularly conscious of the significant
role the forestry sector plays in the Irish economy through
the provision of income for forest owners, through direct
and indirect employment, through its exports and as a
home-grown, sustainable and renewable source of energy. 

In the wider agricultural sector, there is a particular empha-
sis on strategic development, as outlined in Food Harvest
2020.  This also applies to the forestry sector.  We need to
continue to work together to develop forestry to ensure
that it continues to make a significant contribution to our
economy and society.

There are a number of indicators against which we can
assess performance and achievements.  One useful indicator
is the planting levels.  At the time of writing, it appears that
the planting level has held up in 2012.  While my Department
continues to promote forestry through the provision of
grants and premiums under the Afforestation Grant and
Premium Scheme, and Teagasc continues to highlight the
income potential from forestry, it is important to remember
that it is essentially down to an individual landowner as to
whether he or she wants to invest in forestry.  I believe that
people already engaged in forestry also need to share infor-
mation and their experiences with other landowners to
build up knowledge of and familiarity with forestry, the work
involved and its income potential.

One challenge that has been identified is the mobilisation of
the private timber resource to ensure continuity of supply
to the timber processing sector and the wood energy 
sector. My own Department, the Teagasc Forestry
Development Department, forest producer groups and 
representative bodies like ITGA are continuing in their
efforts to address this issue. I am pleased to say that there
are indications that these efforts are having an impact and

Foreword

Shane McEntee TD
Minister of State with 
responsibility for forestry at the
Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine.

7



that more privately owned timber is being harvested. This is
a welcome trend and I hope that it will continue.

A major challenge is the protection of our forests, highlight-
ed during the year when ash dieback was detected in
Ireland. Our response has been quick and effective.
Plantations with infected trees have been destroyed by
burning under the supervision of the Forest Service. All
trees from the same batch of imported stock have also been
destroyed. Legislation was introduced to ensure that plants
cannot be imported from countries where ash dieback is
known to occur. Legislation is also in place to ensure that
ash timber can only be imported in sawn plank form with-
out bark and with moisture content below 20%. There has
been excellent co-operation between my department and
the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development,
Northern Ireland. The control of this disease will require a
continuation of this all-Ireland approach and the continued
co-operation of all of our stakeholders. 

A further challenge is the threat posed by forest fires.  This
is an issue of particular relevance given our experiences in
the last couple of years. Since last year’s publication, I have
launched a Code of Practice for Prescribed Burning to assist
landowners who may use controlled, legal burning as a
means of land management. My Department also conducted
an extensive information and awareness campaign through-
out the spring of 2012. The Gardaí, Fire Services, forestry
groups and other organisations were also active on this
issue. I urge forest owners and other stakeholders to remain
vigilant against the threat of fire and to consider ways that
they might reduce the risk to their property.

I look forward to continuing to work with ITGA and the
various representative organisations and stakeholders in the
forestry sector to develop a strong forestry sector that can
continue to contribute to our economic well-being into the
future. 
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