
the irish timber growers association
has been representing members for
more than forty years. this is our
29th yearbook and it continues to

grow in value as the ‘go-to’ reference for the
irish forest industry.

forestry is wealth generating, environmentally friendly and a
renewable resource, ideally suited to much of our land in
ireland. it has mitigation benefits in respect of climate change
and offers a source of stable income for landowners on areas
which are marginal for agriculture. much of the focus of our
membership is now turning to mobilisation of wood from
their forests. the output from private forests is forecast to
exceed that of the state sector by 2025 and itga are
actively working to provide information and guidance to
growers in planning this new phase in their forest
management.

2018 will be the first full year for implementation of the
forestry act 2014 which includes licencing provisions for
some forest operations. new regulations can be complicated
and take time to become established. itga are keen that
they should not impose undue burdens on growers which
could ultimately have undesirable consequences for achieving
afforestation and other important industry targets. 

growers and regulators have a common aim to create and
manage sustainable forests that contribute to the economy,
the environment and our wider community. by working
together regulators and organisations, such as itga, can
achieve this aim. 

an equally important issue in the coming year for timber
growers and our industry will be developments relating to
brexit. as a country we currently export most of the forest
sector output. the uk is the end market for 83% of those
exports and the impact of brexit will be significant for the
sector and our members. itga are active participants in the
all ireland sectoral dialogue on brexit and we will ensure
that our members voice is heard in future critical
developments.

Brendan Lacey
Chairman 
Irish Timber Growers Association
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FOREST OWNERS

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE THREAT OF FIRE?

•    do you have adequate insurance in place? remember to cover reconstitution costs.
•    are your firebreaks in order?
•    do you have a fire Plan and review it regularly?
•    report fires to the fire and emergency services. report suspicious activity to the gardai.

The burning of growing vegetation on uncultivated land between 
1 March and 31 August each year is prohibited by law.

Landowners who intend to burn vegetation are obliged to give you (and the
Gardaí) written notice if they intend to burn within a mile of your forest and you

are entitled to object by counter notice (within three days).

Be Prepared. Be Vigilant.

Stamp Out Forest Fires.
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while these are headline issues, we do not lose sight of the
importance of other policy and practical matters that impact
on timber growers. Having a strong membership helps us to
get our message across. we continue to represent members
on issues such as research, climate change, forest policy and
forest taxation and the association is involved in the ongoing
promotion of forestry. itga are active participants on many
industry working groups such as the land mobility working
group and the Hen Harrier threat response Plan consultative
committee. 

on wood mobilisation we participate in the cofordwood
mobilisation working group in addition to providing the itga
template tree sales agreement and the timber sales dispatch
system to members. we provide price information to growers
through the wood Price Quarterly database, collated
confidentially on our behalf by ucd. we regularly make
submissions and participate in various important consultation
processes. among those in the past year have been the climate
action mitigation Plan, forest Policy review and the forestry
Programme mid term review.

the itga Forestry and Timber Yearbook is the anchor for many
of our other information services. our newsletters provide
topical information to members throughout the year, our
website www.itga.ie has experienced much increased traffic in
addition to our itga facebook page and in 2018 our field days
will include topics such as group certification, harvesting, forest
management and biodiversity in woodlands. field days are an
especially important opportunity for member feedback on
issues of relevance as well as a practical learning experience
and we look forward to your continued participation in our
events and activities throughout 2018.

brendan lacey
chairman 
irish timber growers association
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None-so-Hardy Nurseries
Shillelagh, 
Co Wicklow. 
T: 053 9429105  
F: 053 9429250  

E: sales@nonesohardy.ie
Web: www.nonesohardy.ie

Broadleaves 
• Rowan
• Oak
• Sycamore
• Alder
• Beech
• Birch

Conifers
• Sitka Spruce Improved* 
• Douglas fir
• Noble fir
• Scots pine
• Lodgepole pine 
• Hybrid and European larch. 

None so Hardy
n u r s e r i e s
forests of the future
Proud winners of the Forest Service/RDS Award 
for outstanding contribution to Irish forestry

*Improved Sitka Spruce are those grown from seeds that have
been selected because of desirable characteristics of their line-
age-such as fast growth rates, timber density, straightness, stiff-
ness and low incidence of knots.  Research has shown gains of
up to 29% extra yields and significantly shorter rotations.

Hedging
• Hawthorn
• Blackthorn
• Hazel
• Holly
• Beech 

Native Irish birch

None-so-Hardy is the biggest supplier of plants to
private –  mainly farmer –  growers in Ireland. We
supply quality plants from our nursery units in
Ballymurn and Donishall, Co. Wexford and
Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow. 

Species include:

12

FORESTRY AND TIMBER YEARBOOK 2018


