
We are pleased to present the 2020 Forestry and Timber 
Yearbook – the 31st edition in what has been an uninterrupted 
series since 1989. 
 
This year’s edition continues to bring you up to date 
information on important trends in the sector, in addition to 
the updated statistical references and the invaluable directory 
to assist you in getting the best out of your forests. 
 
The Irish Timber Growers Association supports and 
represents members through practical publications which 
include the yearbook, newsletters throughout the year with 
information on current topics and also regular field days 
bringing practical advice in the field where members can be 
informed and share their experience for the benefit of all 
members. 
 
ITGA represents members by participating in industry events, 
making submissions which put forward timber growers’ 
perspectives to the many ongoing consultations in the sector, 
representing members interests at industry level and engaging 
directly with policy makers highlighting the needs of growers 
with proposals and responses to new policy initiatives. 
 
2020 is set to be an interesting and challenging year for our 
members and the forest industry as a whole. The past year has 
highlighted, in particular, the full impact of the Forestry Act 
2014 as it relates to the issuing of licences for felling timber, 
forest planting and forest roads for harvesting. Following 
significant representation, the Department of Agriculture Food 
and the Marine engaged an international consultant, Mr. Jim 
Mackinnon CBE, former Chief Planner with the Scottish 
Government, to examine the process for approving 
afforestation, Felling Licences and forest roading and to make 
recommendations which will address issues which will improve 
these processes.  
 
ITGA was active in making representations to the review and, 
as we go to press with this edition of the yearbook, we eagerly 
await the findings and recommendations from this work. The 
present system must be improved if we are to maintain the 
flow of timber to processors, to maintain rural employment in 
the sector and to enable forestry to play its part in the 
National Climate Change Strategy. 
 

Brendan Lacey 
Chairman  
Irish Timber Growers Association
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As the new CAP proposals post 2020 emerge, we will see 
further emphasis on forestry as an instrument for mitigating 
Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions. As a sector, forestry is ideally 
placed to be further integrated so as to form a core part of 
farming in Ireland, enhancing its sustainability through offsetting 
agricultural emissions and increasing biodiversity.  
 
Continuing an initiative started in 2019, we have a number of 
practical demonstrations scheduled for 2020 highlighting forest 
certification, woodland ecology and forest wild food foraging. 
They serve to highlight the many benefits that forestry can bring 
to rural communities and the environment. In addition, we have 
regular member field days planned to highlight timber sales, 
harvesting and planning, multi-purpose forestry, native 
woodlands and continuous cover forest management.   
 
We will continue to publish the Wood Price Quarterly (WPQ) 
in the coming year and our thanks go to Associate Professor, 
Áine Ní Dhubháin, in UCD for confidentially collating timber 
price information from growers. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Donal Whelan, 
Donal Magner and the production team, Ben and Gail Quinn 
and Gino Forte for another excellent edition in the Forestry and 
Timber Yearbook series. I would also like to thank the ITGA 
Secretariat, Mechteld Schuller, and the ITGA committee 
members for their ongoing support in representing the 
Association on many working groups and our members who 
have generously hosted field days during the year.  
 
We also appreciate the support received for this publication 
from the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, 
sponsorship from Coillte and the support from all in the sector 
who have taken advertisements and listings in the Yearbook.  
  
The Association looks forward to working with Minister Doyle 
TD and his Department over the coming year. Together with 
our membership and the wider forest and timber industry the 
Association will work to address the challenges facing the 
sector. 

Brendan Lacey 
Chairman  
Irish Timber Growers Association
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