
The last year has been a busy one for PEFC Ireland with a 
number of important developments underway. 
 
Forestry Services Ltd, the forestry management company 
based in Kilkenny, was awarded PEFC forest management 
certification in September for its group certification scheme, 
becoming the first private company in Ireland to achieve 
this.  In addition, PEFC Ireland is continuing to work with 
another four forestry management companies on the devel-
opment of their respective group schemes, all of which 
should be certified by mid-2020, giving private owners inter-
ested in joining a group scheme and achieving certification 
for their own woodlands a welcome degree of choice.  The 
major sawmills are aware of these schemes and a number of 
them are preparing to apply for PEFC chain of custody cer-
tification, which in turn will allow them to pass on PEFC, as 
well as FSC, claims to their customers.   
 
The revision of the PEFC Irish Forest Certification Standard 
(IFCS) is now underway.  A multi-stakeholder Working 
Group has been formed and this will meet during the course 
of 2020 to review the current IFCS, measure it against new 
requirements contained in the PEFC International Standard 
for SFM, the 2014 Forestry Act and new scientific findings 
relating to Ireland’s forests, and agree any necessary revi-
sions.  The revised draft will then go out to public consulta-
tion prior to submission to PEFC International for 
independent assessment and re-endorsement. 
 
Recently we received confirmation that PEFC Ireland will 
host the PEFC General Assembly and Certification Week in 
November 2020.  This week long event will be held at the 
Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, from 9-12th November, 
followed by a two day field trip to Wicklow and the Slieve 
Blooms.  PEFC Certification Week has become one of the 
most significant events of its type worldwide and we are 
looking forward to this great opportunity to showcase 
Ireland’s forestry industry.          
   
For further details, contact the National Secretary William 
Merivale at william@pefc.ie, visit the PEFC Ireland website 
www.pefc.ie   
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