
Woodland owners and carbon 
payments

The Irish Timber Growers Association have made the case 
that woodland creation and sustainable forest management 
have the potential to be a future source of income for growers 
through their carbon storage capability. This possibility is a 
reality in the UK, through their Woodland Carbon Code 
which provides reassurance about the carbon savings that 
companies can achieve by being associated with woodland 
projects.  
 
A Forest Carbon Code could be established in Ireland which 
would provide a quality assurance standard for woodland 
planting projects and generate independently verified carbon 
units. Such units could then be sold to companies and others 
who wish to show that they are mitigating their Carbon 
emissions through Voluntary Carbon Offsets and to 
demonstrate their Corporate Social Responsibility. 
 
With the new European Green Deal which aims to protect, 
conserve and enhance the EU's natural capital, and protect 
the health and well-being of citizens from environment-related 
risks and impacts, woodland owners have a new opportunity 
to make the case for receiving additional remuneration for 
storing carbon.  
 
Tree planting in various forms could accommodate these aims 
and in so doing also complement other farming activities. The 
EU also launched its Farm to Fork Strategy for agriculture 
which is the template for agriculture’s contribution to the EU 
Green Deal. The Commission has the objective of making the 
EU the world’s first carbon-neutral continent by 2050.  
 
With this aim the Farm to Fork strategy highlights the 
example of a “new green business model”, where farmers who 
remove CO2 from the atmosphere and contribute to climate 
neutrality will get rewarded.  
 
A method must be developed to pay farmers for carbon 
sequestration. A Forest Carbon Code is one development that 
will assist in achieving this and allow woodland owners to be 
paid for the carbon they store through a developed Voluntary 
Carbon Offsets market. Such a Carbon Code would work for 
everyone involved, ensuring: 
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•   Forest owners and managers would have clear standards  
    of forest management to follow under such a code to  
    provide reliable estimates of the amount of carbon that  
    will be sequestered or stored as a result of the planting, 
•   Potential carbon buyers would have reassurance that they  
    have invested in a responsible scheme and a code would  
    assist in marketing the sale of Forest Carbon Units, 
•   Projects that meet all the Carbon Code requirements  
    would carry a specific Carbon Code label of approval, 
•   Projects that are certified as adhering to such a Carbon  
    Code could then use their verified status as an attractive  
    selling point to potential customers. 
 
Several new trends are emerging in agroforestry or 
silvopasture allowing more environmentally friendly farming. 
These also have potential for Carbon capture which could 
similarly have benefits under such a Carbon scheme. Tree 
planting in whatever form it takes, whether as a 
complementary activity to current farming practices such as 
agroforestry or woodland creation and Continuous Cover 
Forestry, has the potential to contribute to the economic 
sustainability of agriculture and also achieve the future aims 
of the new CAP and the new European Green Deal. A 
Carbon Code for Irish woodlands would be a vehicle to 
facilitate a further income stream for our timber and tree 
growers. 
 
Despite forestry’s contribution to biodiversity, flood control, 
air quality, wellness and particularly climate change mitigation, 
our woodland owners do not receive remuneration for 
supplying these public goods to society. The development of 
a Forest Carbon Code has real potential and would be a 
significant body of work which would involve stakeholder 
consultation.  
 
A co-ordinated approach by the sector, DAFM, other 
Government Departments and stakeholders would be 
required to develop such a verifiable Forest Carbon Code. 
There is an obvious demand for credible voluntary carbon 
offsets and Ireland is in a strong position to develop and 
benefit from such a code which would also facilitate the next 
Forestry Programme achieve more ambitious afforestation 
targets. 

Donal Whelan,  
Technical Director, Irish Timber Growers Association

CARBON OFFSET 
 
While the concept of  a 
Forest Carbon Code 
appears straightforward, 
the Carbon Offset 
Research and Education 
(CORE) initiative of the 
Stockholm Environment 
Institute (SEI) and Green-
house Gas Management 
Institute (GHGMI) state, ‘it 
is challenging to guarantee 
in practice’. It has two 
(Quality) main components:  
1.  A quality offset credit 
to represent at least one 
metric tonne of additional, 
permanent, and otherwise 
unclaimed CO2 emission 
reductions or removals. 
2.  A quality offset credit 
to come from activities 
that do not significantly 
contribute to social or 
environmental harms. 
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