
I am delighted to be asked to write this foreword for the 2021 
Forestry and Timber Yearbook. As a forest owner myself, with 
around 15 acres of land planted with trees, I welcome the 
wealth of information contained in the Yearbook which will 
be of interest to both timber growers and foresters. 
 
Undoubtedly, the forest sector will not look back on 2020 
with much fondness, as the backlog in licence applications 
continues to cast a shadow over the industry. I am acutely 
aware of the hardship this is causing, particularly for forest 
owners who are waiting for felling licences. Dealing with this 
issue has been my top priority since I was appointed Minister 
with responsibility for forestry in July 2020, and progress has 
been made which is a cause for renewed confidence. So far 
this year we have established a project management system 
to deal with the files on hand. This approach includes a Project 
Management Board, setting defined targets to monitor output, 
and it is beginning to show dividends. I know that in order to 
deliver the number of licences needed to service the industry, 
resources are vitally important. I am glad to say that we have 
appointed new ecologists and forestry inspectors to meet this 
need, with more to come. 
 
A clear barrier to progress has also been the length of time 
associated with hearing appeals against forestry licences. In 
order to address this, we introduced the new Forestry 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2020, which sought to align 
the forestry appeals process with best practice in other 
planning systems. As a result of the legislation, the Forestry 
Appeals Committee (FAC) can now sit in multiple divisions. 
New members have been added to the FAC, and it is now 
sitting in four committees. In addition, fees for lodging an 
appeal have been introduced. All these changes will make for 
a more responsive and timely system, which will benefit those 
awaiting a final decision on their licences. 
 
As a part of revising the appeals process, more transparent 
access to information on applications, in line with the local 
authority system, is being afforded to third parties. The new 
Forest Licence Viewer is now on-line making it easier  
for everyone to see what applications have been submitted 
and where they are located. It’s worth noting that all 
information in relation to an application will be viewable by 
the general public. 
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Forestry is a sector that delivers huge and diverse benefits for 
our country. It generates an income for forest owners, creates 
jobs throughout the supply chain, and provides valuable timber 
for construction and other vital services. It also has huge 
potential in creating habitats for wildlife, mitigating flooding, 
and can provide an important amenity for communities. And 
of course, when planted on appropriate sites, is an invaluable 
carbon sink. The publication of this year’s ITGA Yearbook 
marks an important milestone in the calendar and provides 
us with an opportunity to review some initiatives and to look 
to the future.  
 
An important development this year was a new facility to 
allow registered foresters to submit applications for Tree 
Felling Licences, on behalf of clients, through the Department’s 
iNET service. It is similar to the functionality for afforestation 
and roads applications, and will make for efficiencies in dealing 
with applications. This system gives visibility to forest licence 
applications, and allows the upload of documents. I would 
encourage all registered foresters to use this system on behalf 
of their clients. 
 
Looking to the future, a new Forestry Programme is required 
for the next period; however due to delays in introducing the 
new CAP regulations, and new State Aid rules, the current 
Programme will continue to end 2021 and probably beyond. 
I will shortly be announcing a public consultation process for 
this new Programme, which will also encompass a new 
Forestry Strategy. This will provide us with the perfect 
opportunity to look afresh at what we want from forestry as 
landowners, communities, businesses and state enterprises.  I 
especially look forward to hearing from timber growers as 
they are key stakeholders, and from foresters who have an 
in-depth knowledge of the sector. 
 
Congratulations again to the ITGA for this excellent 
publication, and I look forward to working with you all in 2021. 
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