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This is an excellent publication.  Forest owners and suppliers 
need to be able to connect easily in order to make decisions 
about the management of their forests and once again, the 
Irish Timber Growers Association has provided a range of 
important information and interesting facts on forestry. The 
amount of information which is contained in The Forestry and 
Timber Yearbook 2022 makes it essential reading at a time 
when, although difficulties persist in the industry, it has never 
been more important for us to work together to make 
forestry in Ireland work, for our communities, our climate, 
our biodiversity and our wood industry. 
 
I want to acknowledge these difficulties, but also to highlight 
just some of the developments taking place, both nationally 
and internationally, and which give us good reason to hope. 
 
Internationally we have seen recent recognition of the 
importance of forests and the opportunities they provide.  
Take the EU published European Green Deal. It sets out a 
range of strategies which include the commitment to make 
Europe the first climate-neutral continent by 2050. This 
overarching strategy will create many challenges to reduce 
emissions but also creates opportunities for forestry.  
 
The trajectory of national and international policy is to reduce 
our reliance on materials made from fossil fuels. The 
opportunities for forest owners are significant and we must 
all work together to realise the potential that forests provide. 
Climate change and biodiversity loss must be reversed, and 
we must ensure that our forests are resilient for the future. 
 
Funding for forestry continues to be a priority for 
Government, assisting forest owners to create forests, 
including the construction of new forest roads. Strong support 
for forestry was shown in this year’s Budget with an allocation 
of over €100m for 2022 and this commitment will continue 
into the next forestry programme. 
 
The private forests established since the 1980s will produce 
significant amounts of timber as outlined in the recently 
published All-Ireland Roundwood Production Forecast 2021-2040 
from COFORD. The forecast predicts that the annual 
potential roundwood supply will increase from nearly 5 million 
in 2021 to nearly 8 million cubic metres by 2035.  Most of this 
projected increase will come from the 23,000 private forest 
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owners who have established over 300,000 hectares since the 
1980s. This increase in wood production will create many 
opportunities by providing income for owners and produce 
wood-based products to replace materials made from fossil 
fuels and non-renewable resources. Increasing volume 
production will complement actions outlined in the recently 
published Climate Action Plan.   
 
However, I am acutely aware of the difficulties experienced by 
our many forestry stakeholders caused by the delays in 
licensing.  This is having a significant impact on many, and I am 
committed to working with stakeholders to ensure that we 
have an effective licensing system that works for all.  
 
In February 2021, I established Project Woodland to tackle a 
range of issues in forestry and in response to the 
recommendations highlighted in the Mackinnon report. This 
report was commissioned to review processes and 
procedures on licensing and its implementation was a key 
action in the Programme for Government.  A detailed report 
on the implementation of the Mackinnon report has been 
prepared and forms the framework to address a series of 
recommendations. Project Woodland involves four different 
workstreams working concurrently. The first one is 
concentrating on the backlog in licensing, the second on 
developing a new forest strategy, the third on devising a fit for 
purpose organisational structure, and the fourth on 
streamlining the licensing process for the future. Each 
workstream, chaired independently, is being supported by a 
working group made up of stakeholders drawn from my 
Forestry Policy Group. Project woodland is making progress, 
but I accept that we need to do more.  
 
Diverse forests providing multiple benefits for society is the 
legacy we must all strive to create for our future. 
 
Working together, I do believe we can deliver that legacy. I am 
encouraged by the commitment of all stakeholders who have 
been working hard to create the conditions for change. I want 
to thank them for that and assure them that forestry in Ireland 
has a bright future.  

Senator Pippa Hackett 
The Minister of State with  
responsibility for Land Use, Biodiversity and Forestry
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