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The www.groupcertification.ie website was established for 
woodland owners as part of the DAFM “Pilot Project to 
facilitate Group Certification of private forests in Ireland”, which 
was successfully completed in May 2018.  
 
Developed by Commercial Forestry Services Ltd. (CFS) as an 
additional output of the Pilot Project and undertaken to 
facilitate future open access to the project's output, it includes 
certification procedures, documents, manuals and templates for 
growers and forest managers. Since the completion of the Pilot 
Project, there have been changes to the International Forest 
Certification schemes (PEFC and FSC) and procedures, in 
addition to changes to National and EU legislation, regulations, 
requirements and guidelines, all of which must be complied with 
to achieve forest certification. 
 
CFS has commenced the updating and revision of the 
documents, templates and content of the website to reflect 
changes in certification requirements, standards and practices 
since it was developed. Work is ongoing and current users of 
the group certification documents and templates have been 
approached for their feedback, to facilitate the updating process. 
 
Within the next five years, the supply of roundwood from 
private forests is forecast to exceed supply from Coillte. This is 
likely to have a significant impact on the availability of certified 
timber for the Irish processing sector.  
 
Most of our sawn timber and panelboards are exported and to 
access these markets, processors require certification. For 
processed timber to be sold as ‘certified’, at least 70% of a 
processors roundwood input must be sourced from certified 
forests for the resulting end products to be certified. If 
processors cannot source sufficient certified roundwood from 
private forests, they may then not be in a position to supply 
their export market and receive the higher prices for such 
certified end products, with consequent negative knock on 
effects for prices achieved by timber growers.  
 
Currently, a proportion of certified timber is being sourced from 
the private sector. It will take time for private growers to adopt 
and implement certification requirements and procedures and 
to establish the required certification structures.  
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The fragmented nature of the private forest estate means that 
the likely only viable option for private growers to achieve 
economies of scale is through group certification, whereby the 
administrative and financial burden of the certification process 
can be shared. The website www.groupcertification.ie is 
therefore critical in supporting group certification in Ireland. 
 

In addition to the above mentioned forest certification 
templates and group management documents, the website 
contains an extensive Resource Library, which has gathered 
relevant forest certification information links from various 
reference sources in one convenient place.  This information 
will be updated on a regular basis to ensure this valuable 
website resource is kept up to date.   
 

CFS Ltd. is grateful to receive part-funding from DAFM for this 
project under Woodland Support Projects for 2021/2022. 
 

For more information see https://www.groupcertification.ie/
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