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Notwithstanding the ongoing frustrations and delays caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the last year has been a busy one 
for PEFC Ireland.  
 

PEFC Ireland is continuing to work with several forestry 
management companies on the development of their 
respective group schemes, some of which we expect to be 
awarded PEFC certification during 2022. Recently, Veon Ltd 
was awarded PEFC forest management certification for one 
of their principal clients which together with Foraois 
Growth Ltd. managed by Arbor Forest Management Ltd. and 
the Forestry Services Ltd. Group Scheme, means there is a 
growing stable of PEFC certified group schemes in the pri-
vate sector. Coillte forests are also PEFC certified. These 
developments highlight the growing acceptance of the PEFC 
Certification Scheme in Ireland which reflects its impor-
tance and predominance internationally. 
 

At the time of writing, revision of the PEFC Irish Forest 
Certification Standard is ongoing. The process has taken 
rather longer than originally anticipated. However, it is hoped 
that a revised standard and Scheme for Sustainable Forest 
Management will be submitted to PEFC International for 
endorsement prior to the required deadline.  The standard 
and scheme will then undergo a process of independent 
assessment prior to endorsement. 
 

Due to the pandemic we had to postpone our plan to host 
the International PEFC General Assembly and Certification 
Week in Dublin in 2021. The General Assembly proceeded 
remotely in November 2021, but public health guidelines and 
travel restrictions permitting, the PEFC members meeting  
will be held at the Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, during 
the week beginning 9th May 2022, with a day of Stakeholder 
Dialogue on the theme “How the forest products sector can help 
mitigate climate change and contribute to achieving the UN 
SDGs” on 12th May followed by a two-day field trips to 
Wicklow and the Slieve Blooms. We are looking forward to 
this great opportunity to showcase Ireland’s forestry industry.  
 
For further details, contact the National Secretary William 
Merivale at pefcireland@protonmail.com or visit the PEFC 
Ireland website www.pefc.ie 
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