
Dear members and readers, welcome to the 2022 and 33rd 
edition of the ITGA Forestry and Timber Yearbook. 
 
Little did we foresee the prolonged nature of the Covid-19 
pandemic when the yearbook went to print last year.  During 
the pandemic we have learned to appreciate the importance 
of local produce, products and services.  The climate crisis 
endures and can only be fully dealt with by embracing natural 
climate solutions. Forestry remains one of the most effective 
natural climate solutions.  
 
Emerging carbon markets are also giving forest owners the 
possibility of alternative or additional sources of income. Other 
features that have emerged during the pandemic are the 
recreational and health benefits of forests. Forest recreation 
has also highlighted the multiple use of woodlands including 
forest food potential.  
 
Climate benefits, health benefits, locally grown timber for much 
needed housing, recreation and food all come from our forests 
and yet planting of trees is declining dramatically. Forestry has 
become one of the most regulated activities in this country. It 
is subject to environmental screening and independent 
sustainability certification for timber processed by Irish 
sawmills. It creates local employment but farmers and other 
landowners are being put off planting trees because of lengthy 
and difficult bureaucratic processes. The initiative by Minister 
Hackett through Project Woodland is one we hope will lead 
to improvements but there is a sense of urgency if we are to 
achieve our climate change mitigation targets. Achieving net 
zero emissions won’t happen without more trees and growing 
trees must also be economically sustainable for landowners to 
engage with it.  Without it we will not achieve our targets, with 
the consequent loss of environmental and social benefits. 
 
We are delighted that our field days resumed during 2021 and 
we look forward to seeing as many of our members as possible 
as we share our woodland experiences in 2022. During the 
pandemic a very successful new initiative of online Webinars 
addressed the need for forest owners to continue to develop 
their knowledge while being unable to meet in an indoor 
environment.  The Webinars were produced in association with 
FORESTRY.IE and with support from the Irish Farmers Journal 
and funding from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine (DAFM) and will continue into 2022. 
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Members will be pleased to know we are updating the ITGA 
Template Tree Sales Agreement as timber markets remain 
strong and growers look to have effective control of their 
timber sales. The strength of timber markets has been driven 
by rising demand and limited supply because of licencing delays. 
Our production of the Wood Price Quarterly (WPQ) has also 
been curtailed by a lack of price data being supplied to UCD. I 
would like to thank Professor Prof Áine Ní Dhubháin for her 
continued work on the WPQ. It is important to have reliable 
information available to members and this can only happen if 
members share their information on a confidential basis 
through roundwooddatabase@ucd.ie.  
 
I would like to thank the DAFM and our advertisers and 
sponsors for their continued support throughout the year.  
Thanks also to Minister Pippa Hackett for her foreword and to 
Ciaran O’Connor, State Architect and President RIAI, for his 
insightful introduction on timber as a sustainable building 
material. I would like to thank Donal Whelan for his work and 
commitment and Mechteld Schuller, for her ongoing work in 
managing the Association and her informed contributions to 
field days, committee meetings and webinars. I would also like 
to thank Donal Magner, editor, and the production team of Ben 
and Gail Quinn, Gino Forte, Donal Whelan and Mechteld 
Schuller for maintaining the quality of information and 
presentation.  
 
The ITGA committee members also continued to support our 
work through the pandemic. The many working groups and field 
day hosts continued to serve the collaborative and mutual ethos 
of the Association. 
 
Finally, I would like to convey my sympathies to the family and 
friends of the late Brian Hussey, who passed away during 2021. 
Brian was instrumental in the development of ITGA into what 
it is today. He carried a torch for the association on the 
international stage through his representation of Irish timber 
growers in Brussels at a key formative time in European 
decision making in support of Irelands forestry programme.  We 
are saddened by his loss but greater because of his work for 
the sector and the Association.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam. 
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