FORESTRY AND TIMBER YEARBOOK 2026

COMPOSITION OF THE TOTAL FOREST AREA (1,000s HA)

Forest composition Area %
Sitka spruce 360.9 | 44.6
Norway spruce 27.0 3.8
Scots pine 8.4 1.2
Other pine species (mainly lodgepole pine) 62.8 8.8
Douglas fir 9.3 1.3
Larch species (mainly European and Japanese larch) 23.8 33
Other conifers 2.9 0.4
Total conifer 495.1 61.2
Pedunculate and sessile oak 20.2 2.5
Beech 10.7 1.3
Ash 24.3 3.0
Sycamore 10.5 1.3
Silver and downy birch 58.0 7.2
Alder species 19.7 2.4
Other short-living and understorey broadleaves 63.3 7.8
(mainly willow, hazel and mountain ash)

Other long-living broadleaves (including holly, sweet chestnut, 1.4 1.4
lime (large and small leaved) and cherry)

Total Broadleaf 218.1 27.0
Total stocked forest 713.2 | 88.2
Forest open area 88.1 10.9
Temporarily unstocked 7.6 0.9
Total forest area 808.9 100

Source: Adapted by D. Magner from Forest Statistics, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 2022.

KEY TO SPECIES' ORIGINS

Native Exotics — mainly European and Mixed origins
western North America | naturalised
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